With the goal of recognizing outstanding contributions to the field of molecular sciences by young investigators under the age of 40 (by 31 December 2016), and early-career investigators, which includes postdoctoral students and PhD students, and assisting the early-career investigators in attending international conferences in 2017, last year the International Journal of Molecular Sciences accepted nominations for Young Investigator and Travel Awards 2017. Over 200 nominations were received and were evaluated by a panel of judges comprised of International Journal of Molecular Sciences editorial board members.
We are excited to announce the winner of the Young Investigator award: Dr. Rob W.J. Collin who will be awarded 2000 Swiss Francs; and the following winners for Travel Awards, Dr. Yi Ma, Dr. Miranda Ween, and Dr. Reza M. Zadegan who will be supported with up to 800 Swiss Francs each towards their travel expenses to attend international conferences in 2017. She was working on the characterization of a tie-dyed1 (tdy1) mutant, which accumulates excess levels of sugars and starch in leaves. She cloned Tie-dyed1, a novel gene that expresses in phloem cells including sieve elements and companion cells. TDY1 is localized on the endoplasmic reticulum (ER) membranes involved in phloem unloading in maize. The findings provide insights into managing carbohydrate for yield improvement and biofuel production. Dr. Ma then switched to studying Ca 2+ associated signaling in plant cells. She is working on identifying Ca 2+ conducing channels that are involved in different signaling transduction pathways, such as BR signaling, plant innate immunity and meristem development. She has demonstrated that different Ca 2+ sources could be responsible for different pathways. Dr. Ma is investigating Arabidopsis plants expressing an optogenetic cAMP sensor to monitor cAMP generation in responses to various environmental cues.
Young Investigator Awardee

Research Field: Molecular Medicine
Dr. Miranda Ween Dr. Miranda Ween Dr. Ween completed her undergraduate Biomedical Science degree at the University of Adelaide, majoring in Human Physiology and Immunity and Infection. She was awarded her PhD in 2011 from the University of Adelaide, for a project performing highly complex and technically demanding cell biology studies into the role of protein interactions in ovarian cancer progression and received an award for her outstanding thesis. Dr Ween then joined the Research Centre for Infectious Diseases for her first postdoctoral role, investigating how lung bacteria survive in different conditions. Dr. Ween then joined the Lung Research Laboratory located in the Hanson Institute at the Royal Adelaide Hospital to study smoking related lung damage and susceptibility to infection. From there, Dr. Ween also expanded her research into investigating the effects E-cigarettes have on the lungs, with a particular focus on how their usage may affect the users' immune cells' ability to recognize pathogenic bacteria and phagocytose them.
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